236               THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
with the increase has not only not kept pace with the  increase
but has probably deteriorated.
Prof. Vakil has enumerated the following six causes for this
growing poverty:
1.    Not enough work for the vast mass of the agricultural popula-
tion during the off season.
2.    The social system which imposes the burden upon one person
of supporting a large family.
3.    The presence of a large number of able-bodied beggars mis-
called sadhus.
4.    Enervating climate.
5.    Resignation to fate and consequent want of determination to
fight against poverty.
6.    Faulty educational system.
Whilst these are contributory causes of more or less value,
with the exception of the first none seems to me to go to the root
of the matter. There is no doubt enough in the chapters to show
that foreign exploitation of India is a cause of poverty. But in
collecting the causes the Professor has evidently felt some delicacy
about mentioning what is obviously a primary cause. This exploi-
tation is a hydra-headed monster taking a variety of shapes to suit
given occasions. The marine, the military, the currency, the rail-
way and the revenue policy of the foreign Government is directed
deliberately to promote an exploitation such as the world has
never before witnessed. Poverty of India will never be removed so
long as the exploitation continues unabated. Even the spinning-
wheel or any other subsidiary occupation that may be provided
for the millions of peasantry will bring only partial relief, if the
terrible drain, as Dadabhai Naoroji called it, is not stopped.
He, therefore, who would explore the remedies for removing poverty
has to tackle first the question of stopping the continuous drain.
Young India, 6-9-1928